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Opie's 'Jephthah's Vow* is a truly fine performance, and
would be so in any assemblage of paintings; as Sir Joshua's
* Death of Beaufort' is worthy of none: the imp is bur-
lesque, and the Cardinal seems terrified at him as before
him, when the imp is behind him. In Sir Thomas Han-
mer's edition there is a print that gives the fact simply,
pathetically, and with dignity, and just as you wish it told.
My sentiments on French politics concur as much with
yours as they do on the subjects above. The National
Assembly set out too absurdly and extravagantly, not to
throw their country into the last confusion; which is not
the way of correcting a government, but more probably
of producing a worse, bad as the old was, and thence they
will have given a lasting wound to liberty: for what king
will ever call lUtats again, if he can possibly help it ? The
new legislators were pedants, not politicians, when they
announced the equality of all men. We are all born so,
no doubt, abstractedly; and physically capable of being
kept so, were it possible to establish a perfect government,
and give the same education to all men,. But are they so
in the present constitution of society, under a bad govern-
ment, where most have had no education at all, but have
been debased, brutified, by a long train and mixture of
superstition and oppression, and witnesses to the luxury
and vices of their superiors, which they could only envy
and not enjoy ? It was turning tigers loose; and the
degradation of the nobility pointed out the prey. Could
it be expected that savages so hallooed on to outrage, and
void of any notions of reciprocal duties and obligations,
would fall into a regular system of acting as citizens under
the government of reason and justice ? It was tearing all
the bonds of society, which the experience of mankind had
taught them were necessary to the mutual convenience of
all; and no provision, no security, was made for those who                     XTtor. In the year
